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DIGGING INTO THE LORD'S PRAYER

Congregational Time is a chance to meet with every camper from your congregation or group.

At Camp Chrysalis, Congregational Time is every day except Sunday and Friday. Congregational
Time will be held after dinner for 45 minutes. Usually this means it will end by 7:30 unless stated
otherwise at dinnertime.

At Ebert Ranch, Congregational time is held on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Congregational
time will be held after all camp for 45 minutes. It is held in conjunction with snack, so plan to give
your campers a few minutes to eat if you are planning a game. Those participating in the What
Does this Mean? Confirmation program will have an hour each camp day. They will receive
separate resources upon their arrival at camp.

Adult leaders and sponsors are in charge of this time. Campers should not be left unsupervised. If
you do not want to meet with your group, let the Program Director know. Staff will have activities
planned for those that do not come with a congregation and will incorporate your group.

Where you hold congregational time is decided Sunday during the adult orientation. We
recommend meeting outdoors, however there is some indoor space available if needed. If you have
particular needs such as game or craft supplies, or projection, please let staff know at this meeting
as well. If you do not know what location would suit your group best, staff will be more than happy
to explain the options available. Please announce where your group will be meeting to your
campers at dinner announcements.

What can vou do during Congregational Time?

The Cross Trails Staff has created this curriculum that allows your group to connect with each
other, review the camp Bible study, or check out the Cross Trails curriculum if you aren’t using it for
Bible study. A guided series of questions and small mixing games allow campers to grow together
as a group and bring up additional questions they may have from Bible study. You are welcome to
use as much or as little of this curriculum as fits the needs of your group!

You can also use this time as additional teaching time. Supplement Cross Trails led Bible studies,
or, if you are teaching Confirmation Camp Bible study, break your Bible study into two manageable
pieces. This allows campers to participate in more camp activities during the day.

Prepare a presentation or worship service for campers to present to the congregation when they
return home. This is an excellent tool to build leadership and creativity within the group as well as
an evangelism tool.

Give the campers time to write letters to their family and friends back home. Some groups have
written letters to congregational members who helped send them to camp. There will also be time
for journaling, for which you are encouraged to bring journals for your campers.

Go on a short hike with each other, play a game, make a craft or a project together, or just reflect on
the day and check in. Congregational time can be used to build your group closer together. Camp
can provide materials for games and staff can help facilitate activities if requested.
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DIGGING INTO THE LORD'S PRAYER

Theme Statement

e Theintroduction and first petition of the Lord’s prayer begins the prayer with praise and reverence
for God’s name. It invites us into a separate, yet intimate, relationship with God and gives us agency
to be a part of what is to come in the rest of the prayer.

Lord’s Prayer Petition of the Day
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

Scripture of the Day

e Scripture: Luke 1:46-55 - Mary’s Song of Praise
e Theme Verse: Psalm 150:6 (NRSVUE) “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!”

Welcome
e Share the highs and lows of the day. Allow campers the opportunity to process all the exciting
adventures they have experienced!
e Ask about the theme of the day and how campers have been impacted by it.
e Ask campers to possibly share something they learned from Bible study or worship.

Activities
e Ask the campers what good things have happened in their life recently and how they can praise
God.
e Have campers write thank you notes to praise someone who has done something good for them
this week.

e Play a game where you divide campers into groups of 3 or 4. Have each group come up with a new
unique way of displaying praise towards someone. Have them demonstrate their new ways to give
praise to the whole group.

Journal/Letter Time
e Take a moment to allow campers to write in a journal or write a letter home.
e Campers can also use this as a time to write a letter to themselves to be opened up a few months
from now! They can add to this each day.

Prayer
e God, Thank you for all that you have done to make a difference in these kids' lives. Help them to
praise you and help them praise others as others help them, Amen.
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DIGGING INTO THE LORD'S PRAYER

Theme Statement
e Petitions 2 and 3 invite us into being God’s kingdom come to the earth. Through our actions we can
reflect God’s kingdom in our everyday lives and local communities. Being agents of “thy kingdom
come” directs our purpose for living to be about God’s will and not our own.

Lord’s Prayer Petition of the Day
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven.

Scripture of the Day
e Scripture: Luke 13:18-21 - Parable of the Mustard Seed and Parable of the Yeast
e Theme Verse: Micah 6:8 (NRSVUE) “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

Welcome
e Share the highs and lows of the day. Allow campers the opportunity to process all the exciting
adventures they have experienced!
Ask about the theme of the day and how campers have been impacted by living out God’s will.
Ask campers to share something they learned from Bible study or worship.
Share how you have seen God’s purpose for you today.

Activities
e Have the campers come up with a skit or song that illustrates how God has a purpose for them.
e Play a game of charades with your campers with the following things to act out (helping, sharing,
smiling, praying).
e Ask campers to take turns answering the following questions:
o One small thing | can do for others is
o One small thing | can do for Godis _____
o One purpose that | have in daily life is

Journal/Letter Time
e Take a moment to allow campers to write in a journal or write a letter home. Ask campers to reflect
on the lessons they learned today. They can write about the things they’ve learned about their faith
and how God has been with them so far this week.
Campers can write about a time that they felt as though God was giving them a purpose..
Campers can use this as a time to add to the letter to themselves to be opened up in a few months!

Prayer: God, We thank you for calling all of Your children to serve a purpose. Give us the strength and
courage to help others, and the wisdom to see how you work through us. Amen.
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DIGGING INTO THE LORD'S PRAYER

Theme Statement

e Petition 4 calls us to consider everything that we need for living as daily bread; including God’s
Word as daily bread. God provides for us in an abundance of ways so that as we thrive, we can help
provide for others to ensure all people are cared for.

Lord’s Prayer Petition of the Day
Give us this day our daily bread.

Scripture of the Day

e Scripture: John 13:1-15 - Washing of the Disciples’ Feet
e Theme Verse: Psalm 16:5 (NIV) “Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure.”

Welcome
e Share the highs and lows of the day. Allow campers the opportunity to process all the exciting
adventures they have experienced!
Ask about the theme of the day and how campers have been impacted by it.
Ask campers to possibly share something they learned from Bible study or worship.
Ask campers what daily bread means to them.

Activities
e Set aside some time for the campers to reflect on how people and God provides for them.
e Have the kids make a food web. Start with them in the middle and go through who provides for
who. IE. parents provide for them, parents get food from the store, store gets food from farmers. Or
parents get money for food from job, job gets money from ____. Have this continue until the

provided web is full. Ask the kids how they see God in their food web.
e Have a discussion about what daily bread means to them.

Journal/Letter Time
e Take a moment to allow campers to write in a journal or write a letter home. Ask campers to think
about how they are provided for.
e Ask them to think about what daily bread means to them.
e Campers can use this as a time to add to the letter to themselves to be opened up in a few months!

Prayer
God, thank you for all that has been put into our lives to provide for us. We are thankful for our daily bread.
Amen
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DIGGING INTO THE LORD'S PRAYE

Theme Statement
e The central theme of these petitions is forgiveness and salvation. The life, death and resurrection
of Jesus points us to knowing forgiveness and salvation for ourselves and others. Through the
teachings of Jesus, we are guided away from temptation and into a life of love; not so that we can
earn salvation, but that we experience forgiveness and salvation through God’s grace alone.

Lord’s Prayer Petition of the Day
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Scripture of the Day
e Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 - Zachheus
e Theme Verse: Ephesians 2:8 (NRSVUE) “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God”

Welcome
e Share the highs and lows of the day. Allow campers the opportunity to process all the exciting
adventures they have experienced!
Ask about the theme of the day and how campers have been impacted by it.
Ask campers to possibly share something they learned from Bible study or worship.
Share how the gift of God’s grace has impacted your life.

Activities

e You can set apart some time for your campers to reflect on any ways they fell short in their day at
camp. Then, have them take turns telling each other they are forgiven and loved by God.

e Designate an area of your space for “grace,” and area for “grudge,” and read the following prompts
to your campers. After each prompt, ask them to choose a side and explain how grace can be given.

o Someone cheated in gaga ball, Someone called you a name, Someone took something from
you without asking, someone cut in front of you in line, someone did not tell the truth.
e Have campers take turns acting out stories of forgiveness that they know from the Bible,

Journal/Letter Time
e Take a moment to allow campers to write in a journal or write a letter home. Ask campers to think
about times they experienced grace. This can be them giving grace or receiving grace.
e Campers can write about ways that they can share the grace of God with others.
e Campers can use this as a time to add to the letter to themselves to be opened up in a few months!

Prayer
God, we are continuously shown grace and forgiven by You. Please be with us a we strive to do the same
for others every day. Amen.



=B Eriday=IProclaim

DIGGING INTO THE LORD'S PRAYER

We pray your week at camp has been a faith strengthening experience for you and each of your campers!
As you prepare to go back out into the world to share the Gospel and the love of Christ, we have prepared
a few ideas on how you and your campers can help make that happen.

Worship
e Using the skills your campers learned in planning their own worships this week, put together a
worship for your congregation in the coming weeks. As you plan worship, consider these options:
o Invite campers to share their experiences as part of a message through skits or even them
simply sharing stories.
Have campers pick camp songs and sing them during worship.
Take up a special offering for Cross Trails Ministry.
Have campers write a liturgy that illustrates each camp day.
Use campers as readers, liturgists, etc.
Allow campers to share their unique gifts in a worshipful way during the service.
Share pictures taken from camp in a slideshow during worship.

o O O O O O

Congregational Service

Have campers put on a game day for Sunday school students with camp games that they learned.
Plan a family or congregation retreat or day event for later in the year.

Invite campers to be volunteers at Day Camp or VBS programs at your church.

Have campers give a presentation on what they have learned at camp to the adults.

Have campers meet with an adult mentor to share in the memories of camp..

Community Service

e Ask campers to help develop a way to help share the Gospel within your community and invite all
people to church to learn more about God!

e Have campers research and help with ongoing service opportunities in their community (food
pantry, clothing collections, etc.)

e Is there a need within your community that is not being met? Have campers share their ideas of
needs and ways that they think the need could be met. Work with them to develop a program that
could help fill that need.

e Invite youth groups from other churches to join up for fun activities and a camp-style worship, as
we are all one in Christ!




